
Adoption Awareness
since 2007

We have all learned to live with the uncertainty of the times and to make the best
of it. We, at Adoption Rocks, are so very grateful to be surviving in spite of the obstacles
placed before us in the last few years. This is in no small measure, due to the outpouring
of support, we receive from so many, who understand the importance of service we
provide in the community, and continually support us. We would not survive without this
help.

I am most happy to announce our 2022 Touch A Truck event, which will take place
at Hank Aaron Stadium on Saturday, March 12 from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. Adoption Rocks and Rapahope will
be partnering again to present this family fun outdoor event. Please read complete information in this newsletter
about Touch A Truck, which will greatly benefit children in need.

Also, in this newsletter are some heartwarming adoption stories. In one, the focus is on a young couple who
turned to Adoption Rocks for information, which resulted in their becoming parents of a healthy baby boy. In
another story, the focus is a single birthmother, who was experiencing an unplanned pregnancy and turned to
Adoption Rocks for information. This resulted in the placement of her baby with a wonderful couple.

We are also pleased to present a new type of story, which we plan to continue as a permanent feature in our
newsletters. Each story will focus on the life and testimony of an adult adoptee. In this issue, you will read about

Johnathon, whose mother is Donna Ames, one of the founders of Adoption Rocks.
 Thank you for all you do for Adoption Rocks and best wishes for a very happy and healthy 2022.

Janie A�en

Adoption Rocks News
Words From Our Executive Director

Johnathon,

Adoption Rocks is a non-profit organization that educates birthmothers,
prospective adoptive parents, and the community about the adoption process.

Printing By Interstate Printing

JANIE ALLEN

Erin’s
Adoption Story

Erin found herself, ten years prior, facing an
unplanned pregnancy. She was twenty years old, had
attended a renown private school and was a student at
the University of Alabama. She had traveled to Europe
and India, studied English As a Second Language in
Mexico and had a promising future as an ESL teacher.
She knew in her heart that she could not, as a single
parent, give a child the life he deserved.

Everyone involved had various ideas about the
pregnancy. Erin decided to give herself two weeks to
further examine her feelings and available options, and
she began to research adoption. While scrolling on the
internet, she discovered Adoption Rocks in Mobile. Erin
quickly received answers to her questions and learned
of resources through which she could make an adop-
tion plan. Feeling really comfortable about this path, Erin
began the journey to find a loving home for her unborn
child.

Erin returned home to continue her university studies
and deliver her baby. She spent three days in the hospi-
tal connecting with her newborn son and felt reassured
about her adoption plan. Erin knew that giving him a
stable home, with two parents, was the best choice she
could make. Erin felt confident that she wanted her son
to have the kind of life and opportunities with which she
was, currently, in no position to provide.

There was an interesting twist to the story. The family
with whom Erin was interested in placing her son, hap-
pened to already be in the process of adopting a baby
girl only six months older. This appealed to Erin because
her son would have a sister with whom he could grow
up. After meeting the family, in person, Erin and the
adoptive parents felt an immediate connection. She
knew they were the perfect choice to become the
parents of her son.

Erin finished her education and is happily mar-
ried to an infantryman in the 82nd Airborne.  She
and her husband have a fourteen month old son
and recently discovered they are expecting their
second child. Erin has learned from the adoptive
mom that her first born son loves music, animals
and hiking near their cabin in the woods. She
checks in at least once a year but chooses not to
be involved, personally, out of respect for the other
child who has a closed adoption. Erin knows her
adoption plan was the right choice and has no re-
grets. She is grateful to Adoption Rocks for helping
facilitate the adoption plan for her son.

A Very Special Thanks To Our Donors
As a non-profit organization that is run primarily by volunteer board members, we could not accomplish everything

we do without the help of our wonderful donors. Like it is said, “It takes a village” to perform anything and we are blessed
with a fantastic village who understand just how important adoption awareness is in our community.

Kathryn McMaken
Emily and Henry Callaway
Laura and Ben Meisler
Jennifer Williams
Paula and Scott Weldon
Susan and Ronald Brown
Stein Investments

Aileen Fountain and Sally Jeter
Sheri� Sam Cochran
Melisa McKee
Mobile Bar Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. J. Gorman Scha�er
Bobbi Grogan
Spring Hill Baptist Church

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Mayhall
Dr. and Mrs. Mark Perry
Mr. and Mrs. Vince George
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Nicholas
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Kingan
Ann Bedsole
Mary Cousar
Pat Richey

A special thanks to all our 2021 Touch-a-Truck sponsors
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Donna Ames In memory of Christopher Worel

Dr. George Boulton
Linda and Troy Baker
Terri Kearns
Diana and Hilary Smith
Dr. and Mrs. Fred Bodie
Barbara and Bill Crawley
Jerald and Kat Monahan



Morgan and Jay’s
Adoption Story

Infertility in young couples is not unusual, but a
young Mobile couple had to endure insurmountable
odds when they decided they were ready to start
their family. Morgan and Jay married when she was
twenty-five and, a year later, she discovered she had
endometriosis. Studies show that 30-50% of women
who have this are not able to get pregnant naturally.
It became clear, early on, that they would need inter-
vention of some type.

The couple decided to embark on extensive in-
fertility testing resulting in their decision to begin IVF
treatments. Six rounds, tried over a span of three years,
did not take them any closer to their dream of having
a biological child but they were not deterred. The next
step was to research the use of a surrogate. Morgan
and Jay were, again, greatly disappointed when two
women, a friend and a relative, agreed to surrogacy
but backed out.

These special young people had su�ered so much
loss and heartache. However, because they had an
open mind and heart, adoption became their third op-
tion. After searching the internet, they found Adoption
Rocks and somehow knew they were on the right path
at last.

For those who don’t know, Adoption Rocks’ o�ce
houses an extensive collection of profiles of couples
who are desperately wanting to adopt. A concerned
friend of the biological family chose two of these for
the young birth mother to read and discuss as a possi-
ble match for her child. A number of things felt right, so
she chose Morgan and Jay to adopt her baby.

In most cases, stories don’t focus on the birthmoth-
er, but it’s pertinent to know that this was her fourth
child. She was able to keep two, the third had been
adopted and this fourth child was soon being placed
in a very special home provided by Morgan and Jay.

After choosing them, this overwhelmed birthmother
had a real peace about her decision.

The birth of a healthy baby boy occurred on
August 12, 2021, while the new parents anxiously
waited in the parking lot. They were not able to be
inside until after the birth due to Covid restrictions.
The new family spent five days together in the hospi-
tal before taking their baby home.They did not meet
the birthmother, per her wishes. She requested, and
Morgan and Jay agreed, that this would be a closed
adoption, as opposed to their having openness
between them. Thus began the amazing road to
a better future for the child and his new parents.

If any of our readers know of a young woman
in crisis who doesn’t know where to turn for advice
about an unplanned pregnancy, encourage her to
go to our Adoption Rocks’ website or call our o�ce
for information. Someone will be standing by with
knowledge about a variety of options.

Johnathon grew up knowing he was adopted and he would
not change a thing about his life! Even as a young child, before
realizing what the word “adoption” meant, Johnathon knew he
was desperately wanted and loved by his parents. Johnathon
says, “Not only did my parents always celebrate my birthday, they
celebrated my “Coming Home Day”, as we called it! Instinctively,
I knew TWO celebrations were something special, especially when
my birthday parties
were AMAZING events
which I remember to
this day.

Johnathon specif-
ically recalls, “One of
my birthday parties
had a “police theme”,
complete with the real
police! My friends and
I were entertaining
ourselves on small bat-
tery operated police
motorcycles that my
parents had for us to
ride. We were also
playing in “jail cells”
my parents had creat-
ed out of huge refrigerator boxes! Then, real police o�cers arrived
on motorcycles, in squad cars and even in a paddy wagon – all
with their sirens blazing! They gave us toy police badges and col-
oring books about staying safe!” Johnathon recalls, “My parties
were big celebrations where my parents always put this much
e�ort into them and also those they gave for my younger brother
(who is also adopted). We were made to feel incredibly special!”

Fond Memories Of
An Adult Adoptee

OBGYN Care - Medicaid Providers
Center for Women’s Health:

(251) 415-1496
Greater Mobile Physicians:

(251) 634-1250
Mobile Bay OBGYN:  (251) 433-1887

Mobile OBGYN:  (251) 633-0793
Mostellar Medical Center:

(251) 824-2174
USA OBGYN:  (251) 415-8585
Women’s Health Alliance:

(251) 435-7700

Adoption Agencies
Bethany Christian Services:  (251) 621-5440

Catholic Social Services:  (251) 434-1550
Children of the World:  (251) 990-3550

Dept. of Human Resources:  (251) 450-9100
Lifeline Children’s Services:  800-875-5595

Attorneys
Donna Ames:  (251) 343-3360

David Broome:  (251) 432-9933
Deirdra Drinkard:  (251) 929-4501
Pamela Millsaps:  (251) 476-4917
Brenda Pierce:  (251) 432-7721
Richard Shields:  (251) 433-2001

Social Workers – Homestudy Services
Teresa Boone:  (251) 633-5551

Phil Boyd:  (251) 626-9011
James Chinners:  (251) 599-7744
Kathy McMaken:  (251) 422-5220
Lindsey Gurley:  (251) 230-9122

Other Resources
Alabama Adoption Connection:

(251) 460-2727
Women’s Resource Center:  (251) -344-4357

Fostering Together Gulf Coast:
(251) 241-3116

RESOURCES

For additional resources,
please visit our website

www.adoptionrocks.net

Adoption Rocks
750 Downtowner Loop West, Suite C

Mobile, AL 36609
(251) 589-6957

NEED HELP? CONTACT US:

RESOURCES

OPTiONOPTiON
Rocks!Rocks!ADAD

MARCH 12, 2022 • 10 A.M.-2 P.M.
HANK AARON STADIUM PARKING LOT

$20 PER CAR
A family-friendly event that o�ers children a hands-on

opportunity to explore a variety of trucks and meet the people
who build, protect and serve out community. Children will be
allowed to touch, climb aboard and ask questions about their

favorite trucks in a safe environment.

*Noise-free hour - no sirens, lights or horns- from 10-11 am

Bene�ts Adoption Rocks and RapahopeJohnathon reflects, “As we grew up, my younger brother and
I were exposed to everything from acting, at Playhouse In The
Park; to Boy Scouts (where we both became Eagle Scouts); to
every sport there is. Our parents wanted to make sure and help
us discover our talents.” Johnathon humorously remarks, “It is a
family joke that my parents are not at all athletic, so my brother
and I definitely did not inherit our athleticism from them. Yet, I am
a tennis pro, today, due to the years that my parents spent taking
me to tennis lessons and traveling with me to tennis tournaments
all over the Southeast!

”

 Also, my hobby is Jeeping on o� road
trails, having developed a love of the outdoors from my years in
scouting.

 Johnathon concludes by saying, “My wife and I are expect-
ing our first child. This gives me an opportunity to consider the type
upbringing which I want for our child. He reflects, “I cannot imag-
ine he or she having a better upbringing than the one my parents
have given me!”




